
Taking the promised land 

- thoughts based on Joshua 

We often live with the Promised Land in sight but can’t quite 
make the last few miles. There are battles ahead and we are 
afraid to fight them. But Jesus assures us: “be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world” John 16:33. Paul says: “we 
more than conquerors through him who loved us” Rom 8:37.  
 
Joshua was the ordained leader of God’s people after Moses. He was 
Moses faithful servant and had proved his calling by his enthusiasm and 
faith when he spied out the Promised Land. Twelve men were sent out 
to spy the land. (Numbers 13) Ten of them came back saying ““We can’t 
attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” And “We seemed 
like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.” 
But Joshua and Caleb said:” “We should go up and take possession of 
the land, for we can certainly do it.” Later we find then fighting what 
seemed like impossible battles and when they used God’s strategy they 



won. When they crossed the Jordan they put the ark, the presence of 
the Lord, in first place. When the fought the battle of Jericho, they 
consecrated themselves and then used the weapon of praise as God 
had commanded.  
 
However, there were sometimes defeats as sin entered in. If this 
happens to us, it’s serious but not a matter of despair as God is merciful 
and forgives those who repent. In the battle of Ai (Joshua 7) one 
individual sinned by not totally destroying everything as God had 
commanded. This teaches us that when we fight against sin in our lives, 
we can’t keep even one small thing for ourselves. We need to be 

ruthless. Paul said: “I beat my body and bring it into submission, lest 
by any means, after I have preached to others, I myself should be 
rejected.” He was aware of how easily he can become complacent. 
Joshua was told to completely annihilate every enemy. Our enemy is 
the world, the flesh and the devil. We need to give them no place.  
 
God has bought us out of the world not to wander around in the 
wilderness but to take the Promised Land.  
 
What is the Promised Land? God has taken each one of us individually 
out of Egypt – the world which promised much but held us in slavery. He 
now promises us: 
 
Freedom from ourselves ““I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a 
slave to sin.  Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a 
son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed” John 8:34- 36 
 
Freedom to serve God and His people: “You, my brothers, were 
called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful 
nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up 
in a single command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”  
Galatians 5:13,14 
 
However, like a caged bird with the door open, we often feel secure in 
the way we have always been and are afraid of the vast promised land 
that we see in front of us. The door is open but we daren’t explore. 
 
Freedom to conquer: “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now 



have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers 
and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been 
hurled down. They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by 
the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to 
shrink from death. Rev 12:10,11 
 
The enemy here is the accuser of Christians. The strategy for 
overcoming is to remain clean, to have His word on our lips and to not 
care about what we want but about pleasing God. These things are the 
key to freedom. 
 
The Promised Land is the Kingdom of God on earth. The Church is 
the Promised Land – a true family where there is love for God and one 
another. It is where God lives; His home. But there is still a lot of land to 
conquer. Jesus prayed: “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are 
still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by 
the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be 
one as we are one. And again: 

 
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 

also for those who will believe in me through their message,
 
that all of 

them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I 
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one — 

 
I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 

complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me. John 17:11,20-23.  Paul said: 
“until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness 
of Christ. Eph 4:13 
 
Strategies for overcoming: 
First we need to fight against the things that war within us – pride, 
selfishness, envy, bitterness, resentment, lust, etc. The best way to do 
this is to put on the armour of God and to be positive – 

“
Rejoice in the 

Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
 
Let your gentleness be evident 

to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 



whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. Phil 4:4-8 
 
If we sin, then it’s no good trying to fight against it ourselves – instead 
“fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy 
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 
Hebrews 12:2,3  – this is how we overcome, by maintaining hourly our 
relationship with Jesus in praise and prayer. 
 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his 
mighty power. Put on the full armour of 
God, so that you can take your stand against 
the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.” Eph 6:10-11 
 
“When you were dead in your sins ...God 
made you

 
alive with Christ. He forgave us all 

our sins, having cancelled the charge of our 
legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has 
taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers 
and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.” Col 2:13-15 
 
CONCLUSION: In the Five Fundamental Points we said that a life of 
praise and thanksgiving was the key to God acting in our lives. Here we 
have looked at the goals we can have as Christians – totally defeating 
the enemy and then working towards total the unity of the Church that 
the world might believe. Let’s not stop short of the promised land but be 
courageous and fight together to the Glory of God!                         
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